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CAPE BRETON CENTRE FOR CRAFT & DESIGN
EMERGING ARTIST IN RESIDENCE APPLICATION

Cape Breton Centre for Craft & Design offers an Emerging Artist Residency Program for emerging artists in
ceramics, textiles, printmaking and metal/jewellery who have graduated from a craft program in the
last five years.
Participation in a residency program is regarded as an ideal way to launch or continue an artistic practice.
Residencies give artists the physical and mental space to focus on developing their craft once they have
left their formal education, removing some of the pressures of post-graduate life and allowing them to focus
completely on their craft.
At Cape Breton Centre for Craft & Design, participants in the emerging artist residency will be given access
to equipped shared studio space at a discounted rate in ceramics, printmaking, metal/jewellery, or textiles
in exchange for community involvement. Emerging artists are also expected spend one day a week hosting
an open studio day, where they will act as studio technician for their respective studios: maintaining the
studio and assisting community members currently enrolled in classes.
Residency Duration
Cape Breton Centre for Craft & Design offers the emerging artist residency in the summer and the fall. The
summer residency begins June 1st and the fall residency begins September 1st.
This residency is a yearlong commitment.
Benefits to being an emerging artist at Cape Breton Centre for Craft & Design:
Participants in the Emerging Artist Residency will have access to:
Fully equipped studios in metal/jewellery, printmaking, ceramics and textiles
Opportunities to have work juried and for sale in the Centre’s Gallery Shop
Funding support for website and business development
The support of the Centre’s full-time, dedicated staff
Paid teaching opportunities
You should apply if:
You are a metal/jewellery, printmaking, ceramics or textile artist
You have graduated in the last five years from an arts or craft program
You would like to further refine and develop your craft, your branding and business
You would like to pursue your craft as a full-time endeavor
You have an interest in community engagement and believe in the importance of arts and culture to
foster both economic and creative growth within a community
You would like to increase your teaching skills and experience
You are eager to share your work, skills and interests to a diverse group of people
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Before You Begin
Please read ALL program information found in this package.
Residency
This residency is a yearlong residency beginning either in June or September. Please indicate which is
your chosen timeframe. Cape Breton Centre for Craft & Design does not provide any stipends or
accommodations. However, the Craft Business Incubator Coordinator, Laura Collinet, will help facilitate
affordable housing options for successful applicants, when possible.
Fees

Emerging Artists will be given access to fully equipped shared studio space.
A $50 damage deposit is also required. It may be returned after the final inspection of the studio and work
area. This fee is payable five (5) business days prior to the commencement of the Emerging Artist in
Residence Program.
Application
Present support materials in formats specified; materials cannot be viewed otherwise.
All written materials must be presented in Word or PDF format. A single text file is preferred but not
required. Name file(s) in the following format: lastname _firstname _title .fileextension . For example:
Doe_John_Proposal.pdf.
All images must be presented digitally, in .jpg format and be a maximum of 1MB each with a
maximum resolution of 1024x768 pixels per inch. Labeled in the following format:
file# _lastname _firstname _titleofwork.jpg . For example: 01_Doe_John_Looking Out.jpg.
Short-listed applicants will be invited to a short Skype interview.
We are here to help!
Contact Laura Collinet at laura@capebretoncraft.com with your questions and for application support.
Deadlines
SUMMER APPLICATION
Application deadline for the summer cohort is F
 riday, March 1st at 4:00pm (AST).

FALL APPLICATION
Application deadline for the fall Cohort is Friday, May 31st at 4:00pm (AST).
How to Apply
Applications may be submitted through directly through Dropbox through the following link:
Emerging Artist Application File Drop off
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APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
Applications must include:

1. Application form and checklist
2. 8 - 10 digital images of your work
3. A corresponding image list in that includes: file number, title of work, production date,
medium, dimensions and a short description of each work shown.
4. Artist CV (maximum 3 pages)
5. Artist Bio (maximum 150 words)
6. Artist Statement of Intent (maximum 500 words)
This should describe your artistic practice, how you understand importance of the arts
in community and what you hope to learn and accomplish as an emerging artist at
Cape Breton Centre for Craft & Design.
7. Two letters of recommendations:
These should be professional or educational letters of recommendation from people
who know your character and work. This might be a current or previous instructor, a
craftsperson or employer. References cannot be from family members (including
spouses or partners).
Please note the names of your references on the ‘application form and checklist’ page so we
can match them to your application.
Reference letters must arrive by the application deadline.
References can send their letters of recommendation by email directly to
laura@capebretoncraft.com.
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APPLICATION FORM AND CHECKLIST

Please carefully review the application requirements in this package. Please ensure you have
completed and included the following in your application, as failure to do so will ultimately disqualify
you as a candidate for residency:
❏ Overview is read and understood
❏ Application Requirements is read and understood
❏ Written materials completed, presented in specified formats

Artist Bio (150 words maximum)
Artist Statement of Intent (500 words maximum)
Curriculum Vitae (maximum 3 pages, minimum font size 11)
Image List (including file number, title of work, etc.)
❏ Support materials completed, including:

8-10 digital images of current work, presented in proper file format; sized,
labeled and listed as specified
❏ Two reference letters completed and added here or sent directly to laura@capebretoncraft.com.
❏ Contact Information, Names of References, Agreement and Signature, and Checklist completed.
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APPLICANT CONTACT INFORMATION
Name
Street Address
Mailing Address
City/Town
Province/Territory

Postal Code
E-Mail

Phone

Address

Website/Social Media
Year of

Degree or Diploma

Graduation:

Primary
Media/Specialization
Names of References:
Relationship to

Reference #1:

Applicant:
Relationship to

Reference #2:

*Please circle which arrival date:

Applicant:

June 1st

or

September 1st

Agreement and Signature:
By submitting this application, I affirm that the facts set forth in it are true and complete, and that I
understand and commit to the yearlong residency program based on the information provided in
this package, should I be a successful candidate.
Name (print)
Signature
Date
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FAQS
How do you define “emerging artist”?
Cape Breton Centre for Craft & Design defines an emerging artist as someone at the beginning of their craft
career. Applicants for the Emerging Artist Residency must be recent graduates from a recognized institution,
showing technical design skills, drive, and innovation in their field.
What will be my responsibility as part of the Emerging Artist Residency at Cape Breton Centre for
Craft & Design?
Signing a one-year contract, agreeing to be an
emerging artist at the Cape Breton Centre for
Craft & Design either from June to the end of May or
September to the end of August.
Artist are expected to propose and execute an
exhibition in the Centre’s Gallery Shop or third
floor Gallery space.
Emerging Artists are expected to be working in
their respected studios during the Centre’s public
hours: 10:00am-4:00pm, Monday to Friday.

Emerging Artists are responsible for their own
materials, such as clay, glaze, metals, fibre, etc.
Emerging Artists will act as studio technicians for
their respected studios one day a week.
Emerging Artists are expected to partake in some
form of community involvement outside the
Centre, such as school visits, organizing
exhibitions, leading workshops.
Emerging Artists will be encouraged to propose
courses and workshops and take advantage of
paid teaching opportunities at the Centre in
Sydney and the greater Cape Breton Island area.

How will I know if my application has been received?

Your submission will be confirmed within five (5) business days of receipt. If you do not hear back within five
(5) business days from sending your application, please contact us using the information provided on the
first page of this application.
How are selections made and when will I find out the results?
Applications are reviewed by a jury of internal and external arts administrators, artists, educators, and by
representatives of the partner organizations. This program provides a yearlong residency to three emerging
artist, one in each of the following mediums: jewellery, textile, and ceramics. Selections will be made no later
than four weeks from the application deadline.
For more information, please visit:
Cape Breton Centre for Craft & Design
Studios and Equipment
Cape Breton Island

Sydney, Nova Scotia
Other Residency Opportunities
Follow Us on Facebook!

